Academic Language = the language we use to “do school” successfully. 

For example, the way we talk to our friends is different than the way we would talk to the school principal.  Likewise, the language we use to write for a class is different from the way we would write a text message.

ACADEMIC PROTOCOLS

Oral Language:

Interaction with teacher:

Excuse me, could you repeat that?

Could you talk more about the instructions, specifically . . . ?

Can you please adjust the focus on the overhead a bit?

I’m not sure I understand what you just said.  

I’m having trouble understanding this part.

Whole-class or small group discussion:

I agree with what you just said.  I also think that . . .

Yes, I agree when you say that ______________.  It also reminded me that . . .

I have a different view/opinion/perspective

I would argue that . . . 

I think I understand your point, but when you said __________________, isn’t there another way to look at that? For example, I was thinking that . . .

Isn’t it also true that . . .

I am going to have to respectfully disagree.  

I’m not sure I agree with you.  I think that . . .

Let me see if I understand clearly.  What I think you are saying is . . .

Is there another way to say that?  I’m not sure I understand.

I would like to add to what (name) said. 

Based on my experience . . .

In my opinion . . .

I have observed . . . 

I have noticed . . . 

This makes sense because . . .

This does not make sense because . . .

When reporting back on group discussion:

(Name) mentioned . . .

(Name) added . . .

(Name) made the point that . . .

(Name) argued that . . .

We discussed . . .

We had different opinions about . . .

We all agreed that . . . 

We came to the conclusion that . . .

Text Analysis (both oral and written):

The author discusses . . .

The author states . . .

The author points out . . .

The author concludes . . .

The author explains . . .

 (Example) – This is significant because . . .

(Example) – This shows that . . . 

In (title of poem/story/novel/article) the author suggests that . . .

The poem/story/novel/article __________, written by __________, is about . . .

According to the article . . .

The main idea is . . .

The main point the author is making in this selection is . . .

The selection / article is primarily about . . .

Based on the information in this selection, you can tell that . . .

The information in this selection best supports the idea that . . .
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