ELL Students Take Pride in Practicing with Academic Protocols

One of ELL teacher Caroline Hay’s primary objectives with her English Literacy students is to help them develop their Academic Language Proficiency. The typical student at this level in the ELL program has mastered the basics of conversational English, but still needs to continue building familiarity with academic vocabulary in order to access the content and achieve success in mainstream classes.

Caroline and fellow ELL teacher Chris Lieuallen are members of a PLT that is focused on improving ELL students’ writing skills. So when Instructional Coach Susan Payne read an article about how another ELL teacher was successfully using Academic Protocols to develop writing proficiency, she shared it with Caroline. So what are Academic Protocols? Basically, they are sentence frames that incorporate standard academic language used for specific functions. They are grouped into categories to help students know when it is appropriate to use them 

To introduce the protocols, Caroline started by explaining the difference between casual and academic language. She then had the students engage in small group discussions on a controversial topic and report out to the class using the protocols. The lively discussion that resulted had students consulting their handouts for new ways to “respectfully disagree” or to offer “a different perspective.”

Afterwards, students debriefed the process and talked about their impressions of the protocols. “We sound more professional and sophisticated,” one student reflected with pride.

Sidebars:

“Academic Protocols are sentence frames that incorporate standard academic language used for

specific functions.”

Academic Protocols for Small Group or Whole Class Discussion:

• I have a different opinion/perspective

• I would argue that…

• Isn’t it also true that…

• I am going to have to respectfully disagree.

• I’m not sure I agree with you. I think that…
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